Current management issues of childhood and adult immune thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP).
The management of acute and chronic immune thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP) of children differs in many aspects from that of adults. Current paediatric and adult treatment options are discussed in this review in the light of the recently published practice guidelines for the diagnosis and treatment of ITP issued by a panel of paediatric and adult haematologists on behalf of the American Society of Hematology. Uncontrolled rather than controlled randomized studies often represent the basis for treatment decisions. Important issues in improving the management of patients with ITP include the identification of research priorities resulting in controlled clinical trials with well-defined study endpoints, the logistics and coordination of research activities and their presentation at international meetings.